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BELGIUM 
 
Federal level 

Professional purchasing experts can turn to the Sustainable Purchasing Guide from the Belgian federal 
government for direction on making their government contracts innovative, environmentally friendly 
and both socially and ethically responsible. Besides policy and regulatory information, the guide also 
refers to good practices, example bills of specifications, labels, criteria and clauses. The guide also 
contains a great many files, collated per product group, which should be helpful for purchasers in 
preparing their specifications. 
The information in the guide is co-ordinated by the Federal Institute for Sustainable Development 
(FISD), but is often the result of collaboration between various services and experts. In 2019, a group 
consisting of representatives from the FISD, along with regional and federal services, was set up to 
serve as a sounding board for expanding the guide on three levels: 

• mapping out a range of sustainable products and services with the best availability; 
• updating the hallmarks available per product group; 
• creating an inventory of sustainable standards (ISO, NEN, EN, etc.) to aid in formulating 

technical specifications. 
 
In 2020, new market information was collected and collated into files for the following produc ts  and 
services: 

1.  
2. sustainable financial products; 
3. diapers and incontinence materials; 
4. cups and plates; 
5. de-icers winter; 
6. 25 best practices for several product groups 

 
Additionally, the sounding board group has shone a light on the label market. They investigated which 
hallmarks meet the criteria in Art. 54 of the Act of 17 June 2016 regarding government contracts. 
These labels can be used in specifications as proof that the services supplied conform to the required 
sustainability regulations. 45 social and environmental labels for 150 product groups were re-assessed 
in this context. They met the various criteria in Art. 54 and were evaluated as ‘PASS’. Labels no 
longer relevant were removed from the website. 
  
After all, purchasers often refer to European or international standards (ISO, NEN, DIN, EN,  etc . ) to 
safeguard the quality of their products, services, processes or management systems. There is  a very 
large number of such standards. Some describe highly detailed specifications for product components , 
while others map out the various steps of a process. Certain standards are suitable for emphasising 
specific sustainability characteristics. For example, ISO 13273 can be referred to for energy efficiency 
and renewable energy sources, the ISO 15342 series for recycled plastics or ISO 37100 for sustainable 
cities and municipalities. This is why the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) has 
crossed its own standards over with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). An overview of this  
classification can be found at https://www.iso.org/sdgs.html. 
For (government) purchasers and policy-makers, the sounding board group took the view that it would 
be appropriate to set up an additional classification in line with materials, products and certain 
sustainable policy themes. An original set of 20,000 standards was reduced to 150 sustainable 
standards using automatic tools, a code book and manual verification. 
All the information can be found in both Dutch and French at www.gidsvoorduurzameaankopen.be. 
 
In 2020, the Federal Institute for Sustainable Development explores how it can step into the ARCTIC 
_ Circular IT collaboration on IT procurement between several EU member states. Seen a lot of 

https://gidsvoorduurzameaankopen.be/nl
https://www.iso.org/sdgs.html
http://www.gidsvoorduurzameaankopen.be/
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countries are investing in circular IT, the department reflects on additional capacity building in the 
field of ethical IT procurement. 
 
 
Brussels Capital Region 

The Brussels Region has set up a network of public buyers who meet and exchange views, in 
particular during training sessions that are organized several times a year. The interest in these training 
session has been steadily growing. The training sessions cover all themes of public procurement, from 
food to cleaning products. 
 
A newsletter informs the network of news on sustainable public markets and shares the good practices 
developed by the members. The members of the network also have access to an online platform whic h 
gathers all useful information to help the members make their procurement more sustainable (training 
materials, standard specifications, legal framework, etc.). Finally, central procurement markets are 
being developed by the Brussels Capital Region authorities in order to facilitate access to sustainable 
purchases (office supplies, green electricity, electric vehicles leasing, IT products, new and second 
hand bicycles, etc.). 
 
 
Government of Flanders / Flanders Region 

Most information in the document ‘GPP NAPs June 2018’ as updated on 12 March 2020 is still 
accurate and up to date. Covid-19 slowed some new projects down. New elements worth mentioning 
are: 
 

• Monitoring SPP – Test phase on reporting 
The Government of Flanders has been working on SPP since 2008, when it set the target of 
100% SPP by 2020 for its own public procurement. From January 2018 on,  a c ore group of  
organizations within the Government of Flanders has to log the information on all their 
procurements from €30.000 up in the contract management system eDelta. The information on 
sustainability is gathered by no less than 9 different mandatory questions 1 on environmental 
aspects, social and ethical aspects and innovative procurement, thus taking into account the 
huge possibilities and differences in real life practice. 
From 2018 on, the Government of Flanders has focussed on promoting eDelta to the different 
departments, agencies and other public administrations. The goals is to get the different 
entities and their public buyers on board with the use of eDelta. Telling the right people w hen 
to use eDelta, how to fill out the information is essential in order to get complete and good 
data. This is an important step to take before using the data. In a next phase, which is being 
prepared right now, a first test on the reporting of the results will be conducted. The tes t w ill 
run in 2021. A group of test entities will have access to a visualized version of their 
information on SPP. Based on the feedback by both the entities and policy personnel, the 
reports will be improved in order to roll out a periodic reporting for the entire government. 

 
• Criteria development – Coöperation with the Netherlands 

The Environment and Spatial Development Department will investigate a possible cooperation 
with the Netherlands in criteria development. The goal is to communicate the same criter ia as  
much as possible and useful, this steering the market in the same direction. After all, a lot of 
market players have organised themselves at a BeNeLux level. In 2020, the Belgian 
stakeholders (other organisation communicating on SPP) will be consulted and first talks w ith 
the Dutch colleagues will be initiated. 

 

                                                             
1 These questions, in English, can be found here: https://procuraplus.org/public-authorities/flanders/  

https://procuraplus.org/public-authorities/flanders/
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• The Government of Flanders has been developing an LCC instrument on indoor lighting sinc e 
2018. The tool will be finalized and en published by the end of 2020. 

 
 
The Walloon Region 

 
The Walloon Region has developed several tools to make is publib procurement more sustainable. 
 
The Government of Wallonia began testing the inclusion of social clauses in 2013 and their use was 
made mandatory for regional work public procurement by a Circular of 21 July 20161. A dec ree of  2 
May 20192 also makes the local authorities’ use of regional subsidies contingent on the inclus ion of  a 
social clause.  
 
The clause has been designed to be flexible, meaning that a company can decide whether to provide 
placements for trainees directly in their own workforce, or to subcontract specific work to social 
enterprises, which aim to integrate people with disabilities, or disadvantaged people. The result is a 
partnership approach to profession-al integration between public buyer, companies, social economy 
enterprises and training organi-sations. 
 
Wallonia has also created a system of facilitators, working as a helpdesk to assist public buyers in 
integrating clauses into tenders, and to help companies to execute them. The so-called “soc ial c lause 
facilitators” were appointed within the organisations that naturally serve as a contact point for 
questions for each stakeholder: support administrations for the public authorities, and the construction 
sector federation for the companies. These facilitators work as a network. They meet every month in 
order to discuss and solve issues that have arisen in specific procurements. 
 
The Walloon Region, next to the Government of Flanders, the Brussels Capital Region and the Federal 
, level has implemented a CO2 performance ladder for procurement in 20 pilot projects in the 2020 – 
2022 period, which was already announced in June 2019. The first pilots are in progress (4 are 
planified et 1 has started).  
 
The Walloon Region works on fostering the intake of circular public procurement. To this aim, a 
Green Deal on circular purchasing has been launched in November 2019. 157 organisations are 
participating. The Region is also preparing its circular economy strategy and it will contain a dedicated 
ambition relating to circular public procurement.  

BULGARIA 
In 2020, the promotion of GPP and the results of the Project "Methodological Support for the 
Development of Green Public Procurement in Bulgaria" under Bulgarian-Swiss cooperation 
Programme continued in the following areas: 
Raising awareness 

- further distribution of Practical Handbook on green public procurement  (with EU and national 
practical examples selected and explanation of inclusion of green criteria in public 
procurement procedures according to the national legislation in the field);  

- update of information regarding green criteria at EU level, namely information about revision 
of EU criteria for environmentally friendly public procurement transport; the information is 
published on the national Public Procurement Portal. 

https://www2.aop.bg/prerazglejdane-na-kriteriite-na-es-za-ekolohosaobrazni-op/ 
Trainings 

 -  Green public procurement award on-line training elaborated by Public Procurement Agency 
under the above Project and held through the electronic platform of Institute of public 
administration; the training is included in the Catalogue of the Institute  and is free for the 

https://www2.aop.bg/prerazglejdane-na-kriteriite-na-es-za-ekolohosaobrazni-op/
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contracting authorities; 142 certificated participants from the beginning of the year  and up to 
now. 

 -      the last 4 session of EU GPP trainings for national local authorities is scheduled for the 
beginning of October 2020.  

Other initiatives 
- A Strategy and Action Plan for the transition to a circular economy of the Republic of 

Bulgaria for the period 2021–2027 are in process of development (planned to be prepared by 
the end of 2020). According to the contract concluded on 26.05.2020, the following aspects of 
the transition to a circular economy should be considered: manufacturing, including design of  
products and production processes; consumption; waste management; promotion of the market 
of secondary raw materials, incl. best management of waste containing a significant amount of  
critical raw materials; priority areas - plastics, food waste, basic raw materials ,  c ons truction 
and demolition waste, biomass and bio-based products, innovation, investment and other 
cross-cutting measures. The Action Plan should outline the concrete actions that will 
accelerate the transition to a competitive circular economy in Bulgaria, as well as the good and 
pilot practices that can be multiplied and add value on a national scale. 

CROATIA 
 
CO2 savings and GPP related activities 
During last period, a project task has ended which aim was to develop models for analysing GPP 
effect on greenhouse gas emissions. A methodology for calculating carbon dioxide savings has been 
developed for the five categories in public procurement that are most procured and for wic h EU GPP 
criteria are developed. This provided us with a quantitative indicator of the positive effect of green 
public procurement of: electricity supply, cars and LCVs, energy renovation of the outer shell of an 
office building, IT devices (computers and monitors) and mobile phone chargers, reconstruction / 
modernization of public lighting 
 
All models for calculating the positive effect of green public procurement have been developed as 
Microsoft Excel tools. In order to facilitate the use of the model for users, educational materials  w ere 
developed in which basic information about the models was given, and examples of how to use 
individual models to calculate the positive effect. 
 
In each model, a simpler and more detailed approach to calculating carbon dioxide (CO2) emission 
savings has been developed using green public procurement criteria. 
 
Finnnaly, we got results for CO2 savings in 2018 (CO2 savings for 2018 was 121.301,85 tons) and 
developed models that can be used for new calculations. All models are publicly available on national 
GPP website www.zelenanabava.hr and free for use. 
 
Other GPP related projects were postponed due to the pandemic and are planned to be launched in the 
coming period (training of trainers, promotion activities, good practise examples, georeferencing 
strengthening the political and regulatory framework etc.). 
 
GPP statistic 
According to the statistical report on public procurement in the Republic of Croatia for 2019, 
contracting authorities concluded 1,731 contracts in which the criteria of green public procurement 
were used. Compared to 2018 (541 contracts), 1,190 more contracts were published, which is an 
increase of 296.96%. The value of contracts in 2019 in relation to the value of concluded contracts in 
which the criterion of green public procurement in 2018 was used, recorded an increase of 195.47%. 
This strong growth of green public procurement is the result of GPP related activity (mainly education 
and promotion) but also the rising support on national level for GPP. 
 

http://www.zelenanabava.hr/
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CYPRUS 
 

General 

Cyprus within the framework of its obligations to the European Union, has prepared its own National 
Action Plan for promotion of Green Public Procurement. The first Action Plan was approved by the 
Cabinet of Ministers in March 2007 and the second plan in January 2012.  

The implementation of the national Green Public Procurement Action Plan is mandatory for all State 
Authorities (Public Sector Contracting Authorities), Public Law Principles (Public Law Organizations) 
and Local Authorities, since it has been approved by the Cabinet of Ministers. 

Cyprus National Action Plan (NAP) includes strategic targets and actions that aim to change the 
consumer model by adopting policies for sustainable production and consumption. The Department of 
Environment included the GPP Toolkit criteria in GPP National Action Plan in 2012. 

http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/environment/environmentnew.nsf 

The goal for each product category is separately stated in Annex A, of the GPP NAP. With certain 
exceptions, generally the target of 50% of the COM (2008) has been adopted for Cyprus GPP NAP. 

The National GPP Action Plan is directly linked to the National Action Plan for Renewable Energy 
2010-2020 of the Ministry of Energy, Commerce, Industry and Tourism. 

The revision of the GPP NAP has started. 

The Department of Environment cooperates with the Treasury of the Republic of Cyprus which is 
responsible for the framework agreement of the public procurements in Cyprus and e-procurement 
platform. Alongside this cooperation, Cyprus has succeeded to include green specifications in several 
product categories (paper, bags, paints, cleaning products etc), including ecolabeled products and also 
included Emas and ISO 14001, in award criteria in specific categories.  

In particular, in 2017, the Treasury of the Republic of Cyprus won one of the CY GPP Awards  2017,  
in category Copying /Graphic Paper, because has procured and assign Ecolabeled paper for the w hole 
government in Cyprus in percentage of 70%. In 2018 assign the procurement to ecolabeled copying 
and graphic paper in percentage of 100%. 

In November 2019 a traing workshop was held in Nicosia focusing on GPP policy, circular  ec onomy 
and public procurements. The workshop was organized from Cyprus Energy Agency with cooperation 
with the Department to Environment and the Treasury of Republic of Cyprus, under European GPP 
Training programme (the toolkit developed for the European Commission by ICLEI). More 
workshops will follow. 

In 2019, The Department of Works published procurement for replacement of existing aluminium 
windows and doors (60,000 euro) for public buildings in Larnaca distict, using thermal insulation 
criteria and asking for energy efficiency certification.   

In 2020, the Treasury of the Republic of Cyprus published two procurements using ecological criter ia 
(and labels) and environmental management system labels. The first one about paints and varnishes, 
and the second one about copying and graphic paper. Both are in an evaluation process. In 2020, 
Cyprus Police published two procurements using green criteria about vehicles. The Cyprus Institute 
also published procurement with green criteria about cleaning services and products.  

http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/environment/environmentnew.nsf
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Monitoring 

- Review of achievements, every few years, for each category by the relevant questionnaires or letters  
sent by the Department of Environment. 

- All authorities have assigned a contact person - "Internal Coordinator" for GPP and notified the name 
to the Department of Environment.  

- Cyprus market products list features an Eco-label list of products as well as a list of produc ts  w hic h 
are considered more environmentally friendly than others uses for the same purposes. 

Projects for GPP 

The Department of Environment (DoE) supports and/or participates in the following projects 

- GRASP-MED (Green procurement And Smart city support in the energy sector) 
http://www.grasp-med.eu/ 
GRASP is a Med Programme Project’s and its aim is to increase the potential of MED Smart 
cities in organizing and developing Smart and Green e-Procurement processes with focus on 
renewable energy sources and energy efficient solutions. The project finished in June 2015. 
 

- GreenS (Horizon 2020) Green Public Procurement Supporters for innovative and 
sustainable institutional change. http://greensproject.eu/en/ 
GreenS project is designed to focus the attention of public authorities to Green Public 
Procurement (GPP), Life Cycle Cost of the products and Life Cycle Procurement analys is  as  
part of their means to achieving the ambitious goals for exceeding the EU 20% CO2 reduction 
by 2020. Another aim of the project is to overcome the barriers and obstacles to 
implementation of GPP by the establishment of Green Public Procurement Supporters 
(G.PP.S) units within the partner energy agencies.  
 
In May 2016 a training workshop and a roundtable with stakeholders was held in Cyprus. The 
main objective of the workshop was to present to the local stakeholders the EU policies and 
Strategies on GPP, the circular economy and circular procurement as well as an introduc tion 
of key criteria for the GPP categories vehicles and office equipment. The presentations  were 
provided by the invited experts of the International ICLEI- Local Governments for 
Sustainability Agency.  
 
More training seminars was held in 2017 and 2018, in all Cyprus cities, focusing on GPP 
policy, circular economy and public procurements as well as in four GPP categories, 
introducing the criteria of inside/outside lighting, vehicles, office equipment,  heating and 
cooling. The project finished in May 2018. 
 

- GRASPINO-MED (Transnational model, strategies and decision support for innovative 
clusters and business networks towards green growth, focusing on green e-procure ment 
in EE/RES for energy refurbishment of public buildings) 

 
GRASPINNO focuses on eco-innovation and, in particular, green energy for energy 
refurbishment of public buildings. It aims to strengthen innovation capacities of both demand 
and supply sides of public and private actors, towards the realization of new 
models/strategies/tools for enhanced transnational cooperation, improved networking, 
enhanced capacity building and novel ways for access funding in emerging economic sec tors  
such as Green Growth. The project finished in October 2019. 
 

http://www.grasp-med.eu/
http://greensproject.eu/en/
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CY GPP AWARDS 

 
2019 
 
The Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment, Mr. Costas Kadis, participated in 
the celebrations of the Green Public Procurement Awards, held in Cyprus for sixth consec utive year  
on Friday, 22nd of November, 2019. The Minister awarded also EU Ecolabel to new products  of  one 
company in the category “Indoor and Outdoor Paints and Varnishes” and seven 
organizations/enterprises with the certification of the EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme 
(EMAS). 

Along with these awards, awards were given to the best proposals of Environmental Action «I Change 
ways. I give “life” to my wastes», that took place in all primary and secondary schools in the 
framework of the European Week for Waste Reduction 2019. The organization of the environmental 
action «I Change ways. I give “life” to my wastes», was carried out by the Department of the 
Environment in collaboration with the Pedagogical Institute. 

The award ceremony was attended also by the Governor of the Central Bank of Cyprus. The ceremony 
was organized by the Department of Environment, in cooperation with Cyprus Energy Agency. 

The Green Public Procurement Awards of Cyprus, “CY GPP Awards”, is an initiative that started in 
2014 and appears to have a strong response from Contracting Authorities and Contracting Entities 
(State Authorities - Public Sector), Public Law Organizations and Local Authorities. Prizes w ere also 
awarded to private sector bodies.  Since 2017 Public Law Entities were added in this initiative.   

This year, for second time, a new category was added in CY GPP AWARDs "Green Eco Management 
Bodies" in cooperation with Department of Agriculture of the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Environment.   

A total of 27awards were given. Fifteen for the Public Sector and twelve for the Private sec tor.   I t is  
importand to mention that five of the organizations awarded with EU EMAS were Army Camps of the 
Ministry of Defence.  
 
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/environment/environmentnew.nsf/All/5F779D146C45DB2BC22584BD0
0353CB6?OpenDocument 

 

Waste and Circular economy 
 
Since November 2017, the EU Directive 2015/720 about reducing the consumption of lightweigh 
plastic bags was adopted by the National Legislation and the application of the law will start on July 
the 1st 2018. The Department of Environment organizes a two week campaign starting at 23 of  June 
until 8 of July 2018, by promoting reusable bags. 
 
The Department of Environment leads a prevention program, for separate collection reduction and 
utilization of municipal waste. The project has been included in the Operational Programme 
"Competitiveness and Sustainable Development 2014-2020". 
The project is based on the provisions of the Municipal Waste Management Plan and the National 
waste prevention programs. It consists of actions designed to implement the “pay as you throw” and to 
promote and encourage waste prevention, reduction and separate collection in order to ac hieve high-
quality recycling, as required by the waste hierarchy as well as possible spot treatment in order to 
strengthen the principle of proximity. Alongside the project involves number of funding sc hemes  for  
processing plants of separately collected waste and industries which will invest in the integration of 
the treated waste in the production process. Purpose of sponsoring projects is to strengthen the high-

http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/environment/environmentnew.nsf/All/5F779D146C45DB2BC22584BD00353CB6?OpenDocument
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/environment/environmentnew.nsf/All/5F779D146C45DB2BC22584BD00353CB6?OpenDocument
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tech processing of that waste and, as much as possible to preserve resources in Cyprus Republic  thus  
reinforcing the principle of self-sufficiency and proximity. 
 
A second programe titled “Reduction scheme for municipal solid waste of seaside hotels and nearby 
related waste sites” has been included in the Operational Programme "Competitiveness and 
Sustainable Development 2014-2020". The program intends measures and rational management of 
solid municipal waste activities generated by hotels and almost similar relevant public waste sites (eg,  
restaurants, cafes and other tourist developments of the project area). The program aims to create 
adequate infrastructure for separate collection at source and collection of recyclable waste such as 
paper, plastic, metal and glass and organic (kitchen and gardens / parks) waste of waste generated 
from the integration region at least 50%.  
 
 
THE BLUEISLANDS PROJECT (The Mediterranean region is the world’s leading tourist 
destination).   
 
The BLUEISLANDS project carried out activities to identify, address and mitigate the effect of 
the seasonal variation of waste generated on Mediterranean islands as an effect of tourism. 
The project ran from November 2016 to April 2020 and followed a three-phase methodology 
(studying, testing and tranfering) 
During the studying phase of the project, BLUEISLANDS assessed the seasonal dynamics of marine 
litter in highly touristic coastal areas: the beaches. A total of eight islands from the Mediterranean 
Sea (Mallorca, Sicily, Rab, Malta, Crete, Mykonos, Rhodes and Cyprus) were involved. During the 147 
surveys performed in 2017 on these fixed portions of beach, all the items with an anthropogenic 
origin were collected, counted and characterised. 162,320 items were collected during the 147 
surveys. The five most common items left on beaches are cigarette butts, cutlery (including straws), 
plastic caps/lids, crisp/sweet packets (including lolly sticks) and bottle caps (metal). During the 
surveys, plastic pieces ranging in length from 0.5 and 2.5 cm (mesoplastics) and under 0.5 cm 
(microplastics) were collected as well. During the study phase of the project, one of the main goals 
was to assess the seasonal dynamics of municipal solid waste (MSW) in highly touristic coastal areas. 
The testing phase of the BLUEISLANDS project was conducted in three steps aimed at defining, 
implementing and assessing the PILOT ACTIVITIES, a series of actions implemented with the purpose 
of reducing the amount of litter and organic waste related to tourism and recreational activities on 
the beaches and coastal seas of the Mediterranean islands targeted by the project.. During the 
transferring phase, BLUEISLANDS worked hard to facilitate the exchange of knowledge among the 
project partners and between them and external stakeholders. To draw attention and build 
awareness on the topic of waste in relation to tourism, BLUEISLANDS joined forces with the Horizon 
2020 URBAN-WASTE project and launched a “Charter of commitments for sustainable material 
resources management and circular economy”. “Do not leave your waste unattended” was the 
slogan of the tourist information campaign carried out in the summer of 2019 on eight 
Mediterranean partner islands. (https://blueislands.interreg-med.eu/) . 
 
Coccon Project 
 
The COCOON objective is to develop, integrate and improve relevant policy instruments, while 
increasing subsidies through operational programmes (OPs) for landfill management (LfM) projec ts .  
COCOON brings together distinct EU regions to share and capitalise on regional good practic es .  The 
six targeted policy instruments include: The Soil Remediation Decree in Flanders (BE), the 
Environmental Protection Act in the Netherlands. Funding of LfM projects through the OPs in 
Andalucía (ES), Brandenburg (DE), Cyprus and Malta. As a result of LfM projects, the recovery of 
resources (landfill gas and water first, other resources later), as well as land recovery is increased 
while future environmental hazards can be avoided. LfM projects generate economic development 

https://blueislands.interreg-med.eu/
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opportunities; create new (local) jobs, all within the context of a EU-wide transition to a resilient, low -
carbon, circular economy. 
 
The DoE participate also in number of projects as below: 
 

- «Life Know Waste» titled «Rethink (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) LIFE13 INF/CY/000919. 
Awareness Campaign to Reduce, Reuse and Recycling in Cyprus" 
http://rethink.com.cy/en/campaign/campaign-rethink 
 

- DAIRIUS "Sustainable Management Expired Dairy products in Cyprus" - LIFE10 ENV / CY / 
000721 http://www.dairiusproject.com/ 
 

- «Lifeorganico» Revamping organic farming and its products in the context of climate change 
mitigation strategies - LIFE14 CCM/CY/000990 http://organikolife.com/en/objectives/ 
 

- «LIFE UrbanProof» Climate Proofing Urban Municipalities: LIFE15 CCA/CY/000086 
http://urbanproof.eu/en/ 
 

- «CYCLAMEN» LIFE 14/CAP/CY/000006 
 http://lifecyclamen.com.cy/ 
 

- «BlueIslands project» Interreg Med  https://blueislands.interreg-med.eu/ 
 

- «Coccon Project» Interreg Europe  https://www.interregeurope.eu/cocoon/ 
 

ESTONIA 
 
National criterias are developed for 4 categories (furniture, computers and monitors, coping and 
graphic paper and cleaning products and services). The green requirements developed for these 
categories are based on the EU GPP Criteria – adapted to the Estonian context. From July in these 
fourth categories the procurement documentis must contain terms and conditions  to take into account 
the energy and environmental impact throughout the service life. 
 
We had study to identify next categories, that are suitable to make mandatory in Estonia. Proposed 
categories were road lighting and traffic signals, road transport, toilets and urinals, sanitary tapware.  
Next steps is to put these categories criterias to e-public procurement register, that procurers can 
choose criterias automatically. 
 
We are looking with Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications solutions to use more 
construction and demolition waste, biodegradable waste and waste from thermal processing (including 
pyrolysis) of oil shale. 
 
We have one central procurement register (e-Public Procurement Register). Green Public Procurement 
is periodically monitored through the official electronic public procurement website (EProcurement 
Estonia). 7854 public procurements were carried out in Estonia in 2018. The value of public 
procurement is a little over 2 billion euros which makes up 10,3% of GDP and 26,1% of the state 
budget. Official statics for 2019 will be confirmed in autumn 2020. 
 
European Commission and ICLEI series of training programs on GPP started last year in November; 
20 local municipalities are participating. Last training will take place 12.11.2020 
 
 
 

http://rethink.com.cy/en/campaign/campaign-rethink
http://www.dairiusproject.com/
http://organikolife.com/en/objectives/
http://urbanproof.eu/en/
http://lifecyclamen.com.cy/
https://blueislands.interreg-med.eu/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/cocoon/
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FINLAND 
 
National procurement strategy 

The first National Public Procurement Strategy was launched 10.9.2020. Finnish strategy for public 
procurement. The Strategy has been prepared by the Ministry of Finance and the Association of Loc al 
and Regional Authorities together with municipalities, central government, tenderers and expert 
organisations.  

The National Public Procurement Strategy will increase the level of ecological, social and economic 
responsibility in public procurement and promote the achievement of ecological, social and economic  
goals in society.  

One of the objectives is for public procurement to help achieve Finland´s climate neutrality 2035 goal 
and circular economy.  

To ensure successful implementation and the achievement of strategy objectives, public proc urement 
units will be supported by the following, as key partners: Motiva, Hansel Ltd, VTT Technical Re-
search Centre of Finland, the Finnish Environment Institute, Business Finland and the Assoc iation of  
Finnish Local and Regional Authorities, which are all members of the KEINO Competence Centre for  
Sustainable and Innovative Public Procurement. 
The strategy was confirmed by a Government decision in principle, thus making it obligatory for 
central government institutions. 
The Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment has led the preparation of an action plan to 
implement the objectives of the Government Programme and the innovation objectives of the national 
procurement strategy. The action plan brings a certain focus to low carbon solutions, digitalization and 
circular economy. The action plan is included in the strategy. 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry has also updated its Decision in principle on responsible 
public procurement of food. This is also included in the strategy. 
 
Procurement green deals 
The Ministry of the Environment, Senate Properties and the cities of Espoo, Helsinki, Turku and 
Vantaa have signed a voluntary Green Deal agreement to reduce emissions at construction s ites . The 
aim of the agreement is that construction sites of the cities and Senate Properties will be fossil free by 
the end of 2025, meaning they will not use fossil fuels. In addition, by 2030, at least 50 per cent of 
construction machinery and site transports will be powered by electricity, biogas or hydrogen. 
Emissions from construction sites under the agreement include emissions from machinery, electricity,  
heating and, in stages, emissions from transport. https://www.ymparisto.fi/en-
US/Climate_and_air/Ministry_of_the_Environment_Senate_Prope(58592)  
The Finnish Competence Centre KEINO facilitates the implementation of the deal.  A second deal,  on 
non-toxic daycare, will be signed in November.  
KEINO is running altogether 9 buyer groups on sustainable or innovative procurement 
https://www.hankintakeino.fi/en/node/34 . Also, in 2020 KEINO has provided a 3-part webinar series  
on low carbon procurement. A second KEINO Academy, development program for strategic 
procurement management started in September. 25 procuring organisations participate in the program.  
Research 
The University of Eastern Finland together with the Finnish Environment institute, The technical 
University of Lappeenranta and Vrije Universiteit in Brussels are conducting a research project on 
how procurement legislation, procedures and steering instruments should be developed for public 
procurement to support the carbon objectives. The project is running until the end of 2020.  
 
 

https://www.ymparisto.fi/en-US/Climate_and_air/Ministry_of_the_Environment_Senate_Prope(58592)
https://www.ymparisto.fi/en-US/Climate_and_air/Ministry_of_the_Environment_Senate_Prope(58592)
https://www.hankintakeino.fi/en/node/34
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FRANCE 
 

1. Publication of the law on the fight against waste and the circular economy 
 
The law on the fight against waste and the circular economy (“loi AGEC”) was adopted in 
February 2020 and includes four articles dedicated to sustainable public procurement : 
 

• Obligation from January 1, 2021 for public buyers to integrate, whenever possible, in 
their consultation documents environmental provisions (object of the contract, criteria, 
clauses) related to the circular economy (e.g .: by reducing the consumption of single-
use plastic and the production of waste, using goods resulting from reuse or which 
incorporate recycled materials, etc.). 

• In the context of the purchase of temporary buildings, it is forbidden for public buyers 
to exclude from their consultation those which have been the subject of refurbishing 
for reuse. 

• Obligation for the central and local authorities to purchase retreaded tires for their 
fleets, unless an initial consultation has proven unsuccessful. Purchases of tires for 
emergency and military vehicles can be dispensed with. 

• As of January 1, 2021, a part of the goods acquired annually by the central and local 
authorities must come from reuse or incorporate recycled materials. A decree, 
currently under preparation, will specify the list of products affected by the obligation 
with their respective annual acquisition shares. 

 
2. Publication of the circular on the State's commitments for eco-responsible public services 
 
Put in place during 2020, this new mandatory mechanism for the central authorities brings 
together 20 commitments including one that relates to sustainable public procurement. 

 
• ban of purchases of single-use plastic products used in workplaces and during events 

from July 2020; 
• taking into account the risk of deforestation when renewing markets from January 

2021; 
• use of office paper that is either recycled or coming wholly from sustainably managed 

forests from March 2020; 
• supply of quality and sustainable products (50%, including at least 20% organic 

products) in collective catering services and in catering services during the renewal of 
tenders and from July 2020. 

 
3. Public procurement proposals resulting from the citizens' convention for the climate 
 
The Citizen's Climate Convention (CCC) is a French democratic experiment that aims to give 
citizens a voice so that they can propose measures to accelerate the fight against global 
warming. The CCC worked during 6 months and produced 149 proposals at the beginning of 
the summer. The implementation of these proposals is currently under examination by the 
administration.   
 
Among the CCC proposals, 2 relate to sustainable public procurement: 
 



13 
Last update: 6 October 2020 

• "Strengthen environmental clauses in public procurement" in particular by making 
them compulsory with a decisive weighting (at least 20%) and by establishing the 
concept of "the [environmentally] and economically most advantageous offer". 

• Use the lever of public procurement to promote products from local supply chains, 
local and low environmental impact products. 
 
 

4. Revision of the next National Action Plan for Sustainable Public Procurement (PNAAPD) 
 
France is currently working on the revision of its 2015-2020 PNAAPD. All national actors are 
invited to participate in this review. This new plan should integrate the Sustainable 
Development Goals thus giving it an international dimension. It should be published at the 
beginning of 2021.  

GERMANY 
 

1. Regulatory framework 

Collection and analysis of public procurement data 

While implementing the EU directives on public procurement into German federal law, the German 
government sought to go beyond the implementation of electronic tender processes, establishing 
measures that allow for tender data to be collected centrally for further analysis. 
Therefore, in 2016, Germany passed the Ordinance on Public Procurement Statistics 
(Vergabestatistikverordnung, VergStatVO). The VergStatVO conveys upon all contracting authorities  
the obligation to submit information on their procurement activity. All tenders above EUR 25 000 
conducted by contracting authorities at the federal, state and local level are to be reported to the 
statistics system (such as the tender value, the type of procedure used, award criter ia and a range of  
information related to the contracting authority and the economic operator). The Ordinanc e has been 
thoroughly updated in February 2020, including comprehensive data collection in sustainability 
aspects in public procurement procedures. This will for the first time provide reliable data on the use 
of sustainability criteria. The Ordinance will fully enter into force once the IT tools to automatically 
collect and transmit data is operational. The system will be operated by the Federal Statistic s  Offic e 
which is already instrumental in collecting data for monitoring Germany’s efforts to fulfill the UN 
Sustainability Development Goals (SDG). According to our current planning, the system will go live 
on the 1st of October 2020. 
 
Circular Economy Act 

In the context of the amendment of the Circular Economy Act the Federal Government has recently 
proposed amendments to § 45. The amendment would oblige Contracting Authorities on federal level 
to prefer resource efficient products and services. The current regulation contains only an obligation to 
examine. The Circular Economy Act is currently negotiated in Parliament and expected to be adopted 
in October 2020. 
 
Outlook 
 
General administrative regulation on climate-friendly procurement  

In the wake of the Climate Action Plan 2050 (Germany's long-term emission development strategy) 
and the Climate Protection Programme 2030 the Federal Government plans to present preferably this  
year a general administrative regulation to commit federal administrative bodies to procure works, 
goods and services which are more climate friendly esp. by avoiding CO2 emissions. 
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2. Support services 
 
German Environment Agency (UBA) 
 
* New GPP-Guidelines: 

• tender recommendation for municipal vehicles (in German) 
• tender recommendation for products made of  recycled plastics (in German)  
• tender recommendations for textile floorings (in German) 

 
* revised “Regulations of the federal states in the field of environmentally friendly 
procurement” in Germany (in German) 

* Digital* UBA-Conference on Environmental Aspects in Public Procurement in Berlin (01 & 02 
October 2020) 

Within the margins of the German EU Presidency UBA/BMU will host an international conference on 
GPP. The aim of the event is to bring together experts, decision makers, practitioners and scientis ts  in 
public procurement from all over Europe to discuss the latest topics on green public procurement and 
how it can be assured that it meets the European goals of a circular economy, climate protection, 
biodiversity and non-toxicity. Registration and further information here. 
 
Outlook 
 
*Revised “Guidelines for the Sustainable Organisation of Events” (in German 2nd half of 2020)  

*New GPP-Guidelines: 
• tender recommendation for software (in English – 2nd half of 2020) 
• tender recommendations for upholstery (in German 2nd half of 2020) 
• tender recommendations for disposable diapers (in German 2nd half of 2020) 
 

Competence Center for Sustainable Procurement (KNB)  

*Trainings & Events 

The training and events of the procurers on all federal levels could meanwhile be c ontinued, taking 
into account the necessary corona protection measures. Eleven training courses have been held so far 
in 2020, so that since the first course in May 2014 a total of 133 courses have been held. A further 15 
training courses for procurers from various authorities are planned for this year. In this  c ontext, the 
implementation of training courses via video transmission is also currently being tested.  The demand 
is so intensive that the KNB team is already fully booked until September 2021.   
In addition, KNB also offers open training courses on site in Bonn (most recently on September 15, 
2020), to which interested parties from all authorities in Germany that procure according to public  
procurement regulations can register.  
The training courses themselves have a modular structure: From the basics of sustainable 
procurement, implementation and the legal framework to focus modules covering individual processes 
such as life cycle costs or individual product groups.  The selection of the modules is the 
responsibility of the body that has applied for the training. In all modules, especially in the focus 
modules, ecological, economic and social aspects are always addressed. KNB's offer is also subject to 
constant updating and expansion.  Up to eleven specialized focus modules are now offered, including 
the module Human Rights in Public Procurement. 
 
*New Declaration of commitment to comply with labor and social standards in public 
procurement of ICT: 

In a joint initiative, the Procurement Office of the Federal Ministry of the Interior and the digital 
association Bitkom have updated the purchasing conditions for the socially responsible procurement 

https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/leitfaden-umweltfreundliche-beschaffung-von
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/beschaffungsleitfaden-fuer-produkte-aus
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/leitfaden-zur-umweltfreundlichen-oeffentlichen-0
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/stadtstaaten-sind-vorreiter-bei-umweltfreundlicher
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/digital-conference-environmental-aspects-in-public
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of ICT products and services. This is a model declaration on compliance with human r ights in the 
supply chain in public procurement procedures. The new declaration of commitment inc reases the 
requirements for social sustainability in public procurement and thus the protection of employees in 
global supply chains. There are additional standards on occupational health and safety, the use of 
chemicals, minimum wages, limits on weekly working hours and social security.  
In addition, Bitkom offers free online seminars, the aim of which is to inform procurers about the 
background and the concrete handling and implementation of the Declaration of Commitment and to 
clarify your specific questions about the use of the Declaration of Commitment.  
 
Furthermore, the Competence Centre for Sustainable Procurement organizes an online networking 
seminar for Sustainable Procurement (KNB) together with the European Commission. Taking place 
the day before the EU Conference on Public Procurement, this online seminar aims at connecting 
European competence centres on sustainable procurement and sharing experiences.  

HUNGARY 
 

For 2019-2020, the Authority launched its programme titled „Focus on Innovation Public Procurement 
2019-2020”. In the framework of the programme, the Public Procurement Prize will be awarded to the 
most innovative public procurement procedure of the year, while the Sustainability Award will be 
handed out for studies, papers and theses on innovative public procurement.  
 
To celebrate the 25th anniversary of its foundation, the Authority is organising an online international 
conference on 27 October 2020, with a section focusing on strategic aspects in public  proc urement. 
The speakers invited will cover the following topics: The public procurement aspects of the clean 
vehicles directive, the latest GPP initiatives of the European Commission and the practical experiences 
of the dynamic purchasing system. 

IRELAND 
 

1. Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy 
In September 2020, the Irish Government launched a new National Waste Action Plan entitled Waste 
Action Plan for a Circular Economy. The Plan may be viewed at: 
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/publications/Pages/Waste-Action-Plan-for-a-Circular-
Economy.aspx 

The policy document contains over 200 measures across various waste areas including Circular 
Economy, Municipal Waste, Consumer Protection & Citizen Engagement, Plastics and Packaging, 
Construction and Demolition, Textiles, Green Public Procurement and Waste Enforcement. 

The Action Plan includes a commitment to publish an all-of-Government Strategy for a Circular 
Economy which is expected to be published by Q1 2021. This Strategy will put in place a high-level 
roadmap towards a Circular Economy and will include measures to advance green public procurement.  

 
2. Monitoring and Measurement  
We are currently finalising a reporting template for Government Departments to monitor, measure and 
report on the number and value of green tenders undertaken. Government Departments will be 
requested to complete this template as part of their 2020 Corporate Annual Reports which will be 
produced in early 2021. 

 
3. GPP4Growth Interreg Europe Project 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/publications/Pages/Waste-Action-Plan-for-a-Circular-Economy.aspx
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/publications/Pages/Waste-Action-Plan-for-a-Circular-Economy.aspx


16 
Last update: 6 October 2020 

This project brings together partners from nine countries, to exchange experiences & practices and 
improve their capacities on implementing resource efficiency policies that promote eco-innovation and 
green growth through GPP. This project runs until 2021. Information on project activity is available 
here.  
 
4. Guidance and Training for the Public Sector: 
We are working with the Environmental Protection Agency to roll out training on GPP to key 
procurement staff in all Government Departments and public sector organisations. Training w ill later  
be extended to local authority and other public service staff. 2014 Guidance for the public sector on 
GPP is being revised with a view to publication of revised guidance in the coming weeks.  

 
5. Programme for Government – GPP Commitments 
The new government, formed in mid 2020, has agreed to a Programme for Government which 
contains a number of commitments concerning GPP. The Programme commits to evaluating and 
managing the environmental, economic and social impacts of procurement strategies within the State 
and includes the following commitments: 

• Mandate the inclusion of green criteria in all procurements using public funds to be completed 
within 36 months. Support innovation in supply markets to increase the availability and 
effectiveness of sustainable solutions.  

• Task the Office of Government Procurement to update all procurement frameworks in line 
with green procurement practice over the next three years.  

• Publish a public procurement framework for electric vehicles and by 2025 allow public sector  
bodies to purchase low or no-emissions cars and light goods vehicles only. 

• Ensure that public procurement leads the transition to the Circular Economy through an 
evidence-based approach, such as relying on Environmental Product Declarations.  

• Ensure that procurement policy for social housing has strong social clauses, is in line with the 
new Green Public Procurement policy, and that it delivers strong value-for-money protections  
for public funds. 

ITALY 
 
Minimum Environmental Criteria: technical references for fiscal leverages to promote the efficient use 
of resources. 
During the referring period tax leverages such as tax credits and deductions, taking into account the 
Minimum Environmental Criteria as technical references have been established or implemented. 
That’s the case of art. 119 “Incentives for energy efficiency, bonus earthquakes, photovoltaics and 
electric vehicle charging columns” of the L. n. 77/2020,  that establishes a deduction of 110% of 
expenses supported for thermal surface insulation interventions, for all other energy efficiency 
interventions, including the replacement of existing air conditioning and hot water systems with at 
least Class A of energy efficiency label products. The deduction is attributed if the expenses ensure the 
improvement of at least two energy classes of the building, proving with the Energy Performance 
Certificate and if the insulation materials used comply with the minimum environmental criteria (DM 
11th October 2017, par. 2.4.2.9). The materials used for insulation must have a certain content of 
recycled and be free of certain hazardous substances. 
 
MECs were used also as technical references for identifying the minimum recycled content and the 
means of proof to apply a tax credit equal to 36% of the costs incurred for the purchase of  products 
with a certain recycled plastic content (products made from materials made from the separate 
collection of plastic packaging) or for the purchase of biodegradable and compostable packaging under 
UNI EN 13432:2002 or products derived from the separate collection of paper and aluminium (dec ree 
implementing the art. 1, paragraph 76, of the L. 145/2018, n. 145 to pursues, as the MECs, materic 
recover of waste). 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/topics/sustainable-development/green-public-procurement/Pages/GPP4-Growth.aspx
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GPP National Action Plan and Minimum Environmental Criteria (MEC) workplan. 
The procedure to adopt the new GPP National Action Plan is also going to start. That’s  important to 
focalize the attention on the environmental emergency also in this particular period.  
Also, during last six months: 

- the MECs on “Catering service and food supplies” (first revision) and on “Gardening design,  
gardening service and purchase of gardening products” have been adopted (Ministerial 
Decree 10th March 2020);     

- the MECs on “Cleaning service”, “Cleaning and sanitization service in hospitals”, “Hard 
surface cleaning products”, “Hands soaps”, “Tissue paper products used for drying hands” 
have been sent to the Minister for their adoption in May; 

- the MECs on “Textiles”, “Restyling of used textiles”, “Laundry service and renting of textiles, 
bed mattresses, and purchase of industrial laundry detergents” have been recently sent to the 
Minister for their adoption. This document, to reduce the amount of waste linked to pandemic,  
requires the purchase of reusable masks where not intended for healthcare personnel and of 
reusable gowns classified as Medical Devices and Personal Protective Equipment, except 
where, for specific surgical interventions, disposable gowns are essential, implementing a 
specific legal prevision art. 229 - bis, paragraph 5, of the D. L. n. 34/2020.   

- the MECs on “Purchase, lease and rent of vehicles” and on “Lubricants” have been finalized 
and soon it’s going to start the procedure for its adoption. 

The products groups (PGs) in progress are: Roads design, construction and maintenance (new Product 
Group); Waste management and street sweeping (first revision); Events (new Product Group); 
Furniture (third revision); Vending machines and concession of bar services (new Product Group); 
public transport service, car sharing services and school transport service (new Product Group); 
Urban furniture (first revision including, for ex. playgrounds for children); PC desktop and laptop and 
server (third revision, except server that is a new PG). 
 
Training activities 
About training activities proposed at national level, is going on the CReIAMO PA project, concerning 
training and technical assistance on Sustainable Public Procurement and Minimum Environmental 
Criteria, financed within the National Operative Programme Governance and Institutional Capacity 
(European Social Fund and European Resource and Development Fund). 
 
Within this project has been provided training to local authorities, via webinar, e-learning, workshops 
as well as technical assistance and coaching on GPP. Two webinars were on the new MEC on catering 
service with 100 persons trained each time, where trainers have done dissemination to contrast the 
trend to use only lunch box with single use plastic and to explain how safety could well implemented 
also in a more sustainable manner. About technical assistance, there were 8 support requests from the 
Regions. Among the most important projects presented: the demolition and reconstruction of buildings  
in an entire area of the city of Turin (Racconigi 25), involving MECs on design, construction, 
renovation and maintenance of building, MECs on gardening design and gardening service and MECs 
on design and installation of public illumination plants (Piemont Region); the management and 
maintenance of road and land in Marche Region (Marche Region); the definition and implementation 
of a Regional action Plan on GPP (Abruzzo Region). The number of persons trained by e-learning 
(900) has been also relevant. 
 
A specific course on sustainable and circular procurement has been organized by Public 
Administration National School. This course was very successful too, as well as the learning activities  
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organized within the agreement among the Ministry of Environment and the Metropolitan City of 
Rome. The courses took place via web; more people were trained than could have been in presence. 
 
 
The lock down and smart working have spread technological skills and promoted a full use of the 
potential for technological interaction, so the goals of improving knowledge as well of continuing the 
activities of GPP have been equally achieved. Without diminishing the effectiveness of presence 
activities, the organization of web meetings, web congresses, web interviews is simpler and less 
costly. To be authorized to participate to such web initiatives it’s simpler, too. 
 
Finally, despite the need to an economic relaunch also through public procurement and despite the 
higher costs suffered and the loss of turnover in some production sectors, the obligation to use the 
minimum environmental criteria has never been questioned in the various regulatory measures or by 
the stakeholders, thus demonstrating an increased overall awareness of the fact that we are also 
experiencing an environmental emergency. 
 

POLAND 
 
The Public Procurement Office of POLAND being the main body responsible for sustainable public 
Procurement policy conducts information and training events under the 4th National Action Plan on 
Sustainable Public Procurement for 2017-2020.  

3 GPP training events are scheduled for III/IV Q 2020. The GPP annual conference is planned for  the 
4th Q of 2020.  

In 2020, a guide “Analysis of a construction investment in terms of the possibility of reducing the 
negative impact on the environment” was issued. It is available online at: 
https://www.uzp.gov.pl/baza-wiedzy/zrownowazone-zamowienia-publiczne/zielone-
zamowienia/przydatne-informacje/budownictwo 

Based on this guide, an interactive map of the impact of a construction investment on the environment 
with guidelines for contracting authorities regarding the possibilities of its limitation is to be 
developed. A call for tenders in that respect is about to be launched. 

In 2020, the PPO translated the LCC tools for computers, imaging equipement, indoor lighting, 
outdoor lighting and the accompanied user guides. They are available at: https://www.uzp.gov.pl/baza-
wiedzy/zrownowazone-zamowienia-publiczne/zielone-zamowienia/przydatne-informacje/rachunek-
kosztow-cyklu-zycia  

 

PORTUGAL 
 
Current status on GPP 
 
With focus on leveraging GPP at national level, Portugal developed the ongoing National Strategy 
for Green Procurement (Estratégia Nacional para as Compras Públicas Ecológicas 2020 |  ENCPE 
2020), with a 2017 - 2020 timeline and coordinated by the Portuguese Environment Agency (Agência 
Portuguesa do Ambiente | APA). 
 
One of main tasks of the Strategy is to adjust GPP criteria to the national context, complemented 
by tracking adoption of GPP criteria by public administration and promotion good practices.  
 

https://www.uzp.gov.pl/baza-wiedzy/zrownowazone-zamowienia-publiczne/zielone-zamowienia/przydatne-informacje/budownictwo
https://www.uzp.gov.pl/baza-wiedzy/zrownowazone-zamowienia-publiczne/zielone-zamowienia/przydatne-informacje/budownictwo
https://www.uzp.gov.pl/baza-wiedzy/zrownowazone-zamowienia-publiczne/zielone-zamowienia/przydatne-informacje/rachunek-kosztow-cyklu-zycia
https://www.uzp.gov.pl/baza-wiedzy/zrownowazone-zamowienia-publiczne/zielone-zamowienia/przydatne-informacje/rachunek-kosztow-cyklu-zycia
https://www.uzp.gov.pl/baza-wiedzy/zrownowazone-zamowienia-publiczne/zielone-zamowienia/przydatne-informacje/rachunek-kosztow-cyklu-zycia
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Since 2018, Guidebooks of ecological criteria for the following groups of products and services  were 
developed and made available: “Eletrical and electronic equipment (EEE) used in Health Care Sector”; 
“Copying and graphic paper”; “Food products and catering services” and “Transports”. Furthermore,  
recently another Guidebook was made available for “Construction of Office Buildings”. 
 
During the last quarter of 2020, seven more will be concluded:“Public Lightening and Roads 
Signs”; “Public Space Maintenance”; “Road Design, Construction and Maintenance”; “Furniture”; 
“Cleaning Products and Services”; “Textiles Products and Services” and; “Sanitary Systems”,  the 
latter being a blend of the GPP criteria for “Sanitary Tapware” and “Toilets and Urinols”. 
 
Also ongoing and a very important development, is the match among the Strategy outputs and 
procurement procedures and digital tools, in those mandatory for public buyers and with tangible 
green concerns. 
 
This is possible because the entities responsible for those tasks are working with APA in the 
implementation of the GPP National Strategy: Government Shared Services Entity (Entidade de 
Serviços Partilhados da Administração Pública | eSPap), Institute for Construction ans Public Markets 
(Instituto dos Mercados Públicos, do Imobiliário e da Construção | IMPIC) and Shared Services of 
Health Ministry (Serviços Partilhados do Ministério da Saúde | SPMS). 
 
One of the key elements, to implement behaviour changes, is to raise awareness. 
Bearing this in mind, a capacity building program is on track to be implemented, starting in the 
last quarter of 2020.  
APA stablished, for this purpose, a partnership with the National Laboratory for Energy and 
Geology (LNEG), which is responsible for GPP Training implementation at national level. 
 
New training partnerships are to be established with other institutions, namely international, for 
example CIRCO programme is one under consideration. 
 
A tool that is also considered very important for GPP dissemination is the dedicated website - 
https://encpe.apambiente.pt/ - created within the Strategy. 
Fully functional since 2018, remains a task in continued progress, with the permanent goal of being a 
recognized as a key tool for GPP information, at MS level. 
 
At Government level, several regulations have been approved with objectives and goals related to 
GPP, as it is the case of the Circular Economy National Action Plan, adopted in 2017 and the very 
recently adopted Strategy for Innovation and Modernization of Public Admnistration 2020-2023. 
 
Also at Government level, a National Agreement for Circular Public Procurement is envisaged, 
built on successful experiences taken at regional level, as it is the case of the Center Region – Gre e n 
Deal Center. 
  
An evaluation of the ongoing Strategy is already being prepared. This will happen during 2021 and 
will feed the future National Strategy.  
The identification of new key players is one of main tasks, as well as tools, especially digital ones, that 
need to be improved, in a sharper, better articulated and more accurate way. Also foreseen is an 
assessment on which green criteria should be mandatory. An effort in creating better measures to 
assess the outreach of the next strategy will be put in place.  
 
In a nutshell, curret and next steps are: 
• finish 2020 GPP National Strategy, with green criteria for twelve groups of goods and services 

read to go on in 2021; 
• disseminate and capacity building on GPP and on the PT adjusted green criteria, for both buyers  

and suppliers, starting in the last quarter of 2020; 
• evaluate the ongoing Strategy and create the basis for the next one, during 2021, and; 

https://encpe.apambiente.pt/
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• keep on strengthening partnerships and improving tools, with the mind set on in leveraging more  
accurate and mainstream green criteria for PT and EU. 

 

SLOVAKIA 
 
 
Monitoring of the GPP application in 2019 
Monitoring of the GPP application in 2019 was run by the Slovak Environmental Agency (SEA) 
during March 2020 via on-line survey. The survey focused on all contracts and purchases , especially 
for the state administration bodies among the priority product groups covered by the National Ac tion 
Plan for GPP for 2016-2020 (NAP GPP III), using of ecolabels, using of energy labels, using of 
environmental management systems, using of specific environmental criteria for 3 product groups 
(Copying and graphic paper; Computer and monitors; Road Transport) and the indication of  usage of  
European Structural Funds and other relevant European funding instruments for “green purchases”. 
The data obtained from all entities involved in monitoring in 2019 (835 public institutions took part 
from 4 271 addressed) show that the average level of application of GPP in the Slovak Republic in 
relation to indicator 1 (the share of the number of green contracts in all public procurement contracts ) 
reached 0.31% (significant decrease compared to the previous period of monitoring) and in relation 
to indicator 2 (the share of the value of green contracts in all contracts in public procurement) reached 
10.92% (slight increase compared to the previous period of monitoring). The level of “green 
purchases” realized by state administration bodies out of the total volume of contracts concluded by 
them for 12 priority product groups covered by NAP GPP III was at the level of  3.6% in 2019.  The 
strategic goal set in the NAP GPP III (to achieve a 50% share of realized green contracts by state 
administration bodies from the total volume of contracts concluded by them for selected product 
groups) was not achieved in 2019. 
 
An outlook for the next months 
Work on the new National Action Plan for GPP 
Preparatory work is ongoing. The new National Action Plan for GPP will aim to achieve the long-term 
goal set in The Greener Slovakia: Environmental Strategy of the Slovak Republic until 2030 
(Envirostrategy 2030) – 70 % of GPP of the total value of public procurement until 2030. 
 
Work on the national GPP criteria for product group Cleaning products and services 
The Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic, SEA and The Office for Public Procurement are 
working on the national GPP criteria for product group Cleaning products and services. These criter ia 
are based on the EU GPP criteria adapted to the conditions posed by the Slovak law, mainly public 
procurement law. As the previous national GPP criteria for 3 product groups (Copying and graphic 
paper; Computer and monitors; Road Transport), the criteria for product group Cleaning products and 
services should be mandatory at central government level and recommended to apply to the local 
authorities. The resolution of the executive branch of government of the Slovak Republic should be 
adopted by the end of the year 2020. 
 

SLOVENIA 
 
Legislation and regulations 
 
GPP Regulation in force from 2012, renewed in 2018. In January 2020 minor change in some artic les  
were introduced. 
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ZeJN is mandatory for 20 groups of subjects. With the amendment of the ZeJN regulation, GPP is  no 
longer mandatory for the construction and design of all public buildings, but only for business and 
administrative public buildings. 
 
Guidance and GPP 
 
Life IP project Care4Climate (aimed to support Operational programme on reducing GHG 
emmissions) is financing GPP measures and we have employed 3 new experts for GPP field. 
The aim of the GHG OP is to take additional measures at the state and local community level to 
increase the share of green public procurement to 50%.  
 
3 guiding e-brochures for procurers have been prepared in 2020: on LCC, chemicals and 
environmental labelling. They will also be translated in English. 
 
More events have been performed in 2020 to promote GPP, mainly webinars due to corona: 

- How green can food chain be (for various stakeholders), 
- GPP introduction for traders/merchants, 
- Circular economy for GPP experts, 
- Knowledge exchange on GPP with colleagues from Finland, Austria and Sweden.  

 
Impact assessment  
 
Activities to analyse GPP impacts on the environment and economy have started. Project 
documentation for pilot phase is prepared and call for the external contractor to assisst the activity is  
published. 
 
Monitoring 
 
According to the data from the annual statistical reports on the award of public contracting authorities,  
the green public procurement system is gradually expanding. 
 
Statistics 
In 2019, contracting authorities placed 17,363 orders worth € 3,685,793,948. At least one 
environmental aspect was included in 5,712 contracts, representing 32.9% of all contracts awarded this 
year. The value of these orders is 720,593,670 euros, which means a 19.55% share. Compared to 
2018, there is a noticeable decrease in the number of orders with environmental aspects included by 
1.32%, and an increase in value by 0.38%. 
Among these, 4335 contracts were awarded, for which environmental requirements are determined by 
the Decree on the Public Procurement Act, in the amount of EUR 365,403,863. The share of these 
represents 24.97% in the number and 9.91% in the value of all awarded contracts in 2019. In the 
remaining 1377 orders in the amount of 355,189,807 euros, the contracting authorities took into 
account the environmental aspect voluntarily, which is 7.93% of all orders and 9 , 64% of the value of  
all awarded orders in 2019. 
 

THE NETHERLANDS 
 

The new Dutch national action plan on sustainable public procurement (SPP) is being formulated 
this year. Going forward we maintain our current support of procurers and our monitoring efforts, 
while putting extra effort into a few key areas. First of all, we will put extra effort into building up a 
sustainable and fair approach within management & internal processes in public procuring 
organizations. Procurement and contract management are after all only the final steps in a process. 

https://www.care4climate.si/sl
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Internal clients, budget holders and managers have an important say in the (un)sustainable choices that 
lead up to procurement. Conditions need to be created for them to take responsibility on this.  
 
One of the ways to promote this will be through a stricter (voluntary) agreement with Dutch public 
procuring organizations. This is the second key activity in which the aim is to make clearer 
commitments, which will be better monitored and which lead to greater knowledge sharing.  
 
The third step is to put extra effort into key procurement areas with the potential for a large impac t on 
climate, circularity and social issues. One of the major activities to promote this is through the 
formation of buyer groups. This new approach brings together procurers working in a specific sector,  
such as ICT, road construction or chemicals for water treatment. Members of the group do their  ow n 
(pilot) procurements, share their learning experiences, empower each other and collaborate on creating 
guidances or in cracking tough issues. This in turn leads to a host of good examples for others outs ide 
the buyer group to follow. And we are adding private procurers to these groups. 
Next year we will also explore the possibility of setting up supplier groups, which would be value 
chain companies working on improving sustainability within a specific product category. By linking 
these to the buyer groups, we hope to boost innovation and a more sustainable approach. 
 
A specific international collaboration of procurers of ICT-products is currently being set up. The 
ambition is to create a platform where major procurers of ICT can come together to meet with ICT 
companies, policy makers and ngos to work towards sustainable and fair laptops, smartphones and 
datacentres. Only by bringing many procurers from different countries together can we create enough 
collective procurement power to be sufficiently on par with the huge, global ICT companies and to 
affect the real change we all want. Additionally, the network allows ICT procurers to learn from a 
much broader, international peer group, cooperate on selecting the most effective criteria, collaborate 
on making guidances and work together in larger market consultations. Our focus will be on c reating 
real action on the ground. 
To bring procurers together, a Circular ICT Pact is in the making which both countries / regions  and 
procurers of ICT can sign up to. The Netherlands is currently coordinating with a number of other 
front-running countries in drafting this pact under the flag of the UN One Planet Network. The 
Circular ICT Pact is expected to be ready for signing somewhere early next year and w ill be open to 
any ambitious country or region or procuring organization to join. We will of course gladly keep the 
Advisory Group members informed on our progress. 
 
Besides, many activities take place in further implementation of Circularity in construction, 
especially  for infrastructure new insides have been developed on design, a strategy for data/material 
passports and eight transition pathways: four led by Rijkswaterstaat and four for railroads led by the 
national railroad organisation Prorail. New elements are a.o.: a fund (reserve) for pre-investments in 
Circularity  in projects (€ 50-100 /year), research on hubs to store old bridges for reus ing resources,  
and standardizing sustainability in contracts (converting criteria into standard contracts after 5-10 tests 
in practise. 
 

SWEDEN 
 
The National Agency for Public Procurement has an overall responsibility for developing and 
supporting the procurement carried out by the contracting authorities and entities. We have an 
extensive support on sustainable public procurement, below we limit the scope to green public 
procurement. 
 
GPP in the Building, construction and property sector 
We are currently working on two governmental assignments within the building, construction, and 
property sector. The first is to promote reduced climate impact in public procurement of construction,  
civil engineering, and real estate contracts. The other one is to strengthen quality issues in architecture 
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and the designed in living environment in public procurement. The competence of public actors mus t 
be strengthened, among other things, by methodological support, and guidance.  
The following are some of the examples of activities that we are undertaking in order to support the 
use of procurement as a strategic tool for sustainable community and society: 

• A report on where procurement can make the most contribution in terms of reducing the 
climate impact   

• Overall needs analysis and review of support base on new needs and insights from the ac tors  
in the construction sector 

• Developing new support materials and guidance  
• Strategic communication activities 
• Preliminary study of the added value of energy efficiency 
• Establishing strategic partnerships and collaboration with the National Board of Housing, 

Building and Planning and the Swedish Transport Administration and other relevant 
organisations in the construction sector 

• Participation in external network meetings, seminars, and workshops in the construction 
industry 
 

Public procurement that contributes to the circular economy 
The Swedish government has recently adopted a national strategy for a circular economy. During 
2020, the National Public Procurement Agency have an assignment from the government to inc rease 
the knowledge on how public procurements can contribute to a circular economy. This includes to 
give support to public procurers on a strategic level, but also more detailed support, like suggestions 
on criteria. The National Public Procurement Agency is also working on support for sustainable public  
procurement of plastics in several areas. 
 
Pilot study on effects and impacts: focus on procurement of foodstuff 
In order to progress our work on the broader effects and societal impacts from sustainable public 
procurement, the Agency has conducted a pilot study based on statistics on public procurement of 
foodstuff. We have tried to advance methods on how to connect our support in public procurement to 
broader impacts. In different ways, we have looked at the sustainability of public procurement of 
foodstuff. We are in the midst of compiling the results and can present our findings within short. 
 
Climate and Public Procurement 
During the year, the Agency is working with an assignment from the Government that aims to increase 
the opportunities for public procurement to contribute to climate-related targets. The long-term target 
for Sweden is zero net greenhouse gas emissions by 2045 at the latest. The approach to this 
assignment is that we need to consider the main obstacles for public procurement today, in order to 
respond with appropriate measures. 
In short, we are considering measures related to all parts of the procurement process as well as the 
conditions for public procurement in general. 
The assignment will be reported to the Government early next year. 
 
Criteria updates 
The National Agency for Public Procurement are developing SPP criteria and currently have more 
than 600 criteria in our database. The last 6 months we have published updated GPP criteria within the 
following areas: 
 

• Cleaning services 
• AV-products (TV:s and projectors) 
• Public baths 
• Household appliances 
• Meat 
• Indoor climate 
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• Air filter 
 
We have ongoing development of the following areas: 

• Fuels 
• Textiles  
• Furniture 
• Climate criteria on construction works, steel and concrete for roads etcetera 
• Waste prevention within the construction area 
• Milk  
• Lamb  
• Sustainable plastic packaging material  
• Construction  

 

SWITZERLAND 
 
Revision of the procurement law: a new awarding culture 
The revised procurement law comes into force in January 2021. With the formal approval of the GPA 
2012 and the new commitment article which puts sustainability in its three dimensions in the foc us  of  
public procurement a new awarding culture will be adopted. With the revision the federal and the 
cantonal law will be harmonised and the potential of collaboration in procurement will be 
strengthened.  
The federal procurement conference together with the specialised service for GPP at the federal off ic e 
for the environment (FOEN), the state secretary for economics (SECO) and the central proc urement 
entities prepare a new guidance for sustainable procurement. A new procurement strategy is also in 
preparation. The mission of the strategy is to strengthen sustainability, innovation and a more 
professionalised and efficient procurement. Furthermore the harmonised implementation of the new 
law together with the sub federal levels is in focus. Based on the new strategy the monitoring of 
sustainability in public procurement will be enhanced and extended.  
 
Knowledge sharing and education 
A central, multilingual (German, French and Italian) knowledge platform for sustainable procurement 
has been created by the federal office for buildings and logistics in collaboration with the working 
group on sustainable public procurement. The first release of www.woeb.swiss was end of august. An 
official communication will be made beginning of 2021 when more content will be available. 
A core content which is available is the relevance matrix established in accordance to ISO 20400. In a 
clearly structured manner the environmental and social hotspots and the potential for circularity and 
lifecyclcosting are displayed for 19 product groups. The matrix is available in German and soon also 
in French and Italian.  
Two workshops on sustainable procurement of catering services and textiles took place and the 
University of Berne organised their yearly conference on IT procurement end of august with a session 
on sustainable procurement. 
The competence centre for procurement and central procurement offices together w ith c antonal and 
private partners created successfully a recognised national diploma on public procurement. 
Sustainability is an important part of this training. The first modular courses started this year  and the 
firs diploma exams will take place in spring 2021. 
The federal procurement conference is preparing a national conference on sustainable procurement 
with will take place on the 30th of March 2021. 
 
Swiss Federal administration climate neutral by 2030;  
To implement the energy strategy 2050 and the climate action plan 2020 – 2030 the government 
adopted a climate package for the central administration. Its aim is to become climate neutral by 2030.  

http://www.woeb.swiss/
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This shall be achieved by a significant reduction in emissions but also by extending compensation 
measures.  
Public procurement will contribute to this by continued efforts in construction (at least gold s tandard 
for all buildings according to the national standard for sustainable buildings SNBS, procurement of 
electric vehicles for all civil purposes, continued use of renewable sources for electricity and heating 
as a standard, sustainably managed pension funds). The reduction of travel is also an important 
measure, which is eased by the new possibilities for online meetings.  
 
Sustainable development strategy 2020-2030 to achieve the SDGs 
The sustainable development strategy 2020-2030 focuses on the achievement of the SDGs. 
Sustainable Public procurement is formalised as one of the core enablers. Measures are now about to 
be defined for the period 2021-2024. One measure will concern the diminution of food losses. For 
public procurement a new recommendation will be published this autumn including criteria for 
catering services to oblige them to measure and reduce their losses. 
 

ICLEI 
 
Organisation: ICLEI  Contact Name: Mark Hidson 

Email: mark.hidson@iclei.org Reporting Period: Summer 2019 – Autumn 
2020 

 
Key publications 

• A catalogue of best practices on Public Procurement of Innovation 
• Making Socially Responsible Public Procurement Work - 71 good practice cases of socially 

responsible public procurement (European Commission publication) 
• CircularPP project: Lessons Learnt from the Procurement Pilots in the CircularPP (Short 

Version, long version to be published later this year) 
• Make ICT Fair criteria catalogue: How to Procure Fair ICT Hardware – Criteria Set for 

Socially Responsible Public Procurement. 

Current and upcoming project developments 
This last period has seen intense activity at the global level and in particular in Europe, East Asia and 
Africa with new initiatives, projects, and high-level events held. An overview is provided below. 
 
Big Buyers Initiative 
The European Commission’s  Big Public Buyers Initiative, managed by ICLEI, is as a platform for 
promoting and enabling collaboration between big public buyers on strategic public procurement to 
help drive the market for innovative goods and services. The main aim of the initiative is to enhance 
the uptake of strategic public procurement in Europe through partnerships with public buyers. Three 
working groups have been established, each involving 5-12 public buyers, focusing on Electric 
vehicles, Circular construction materials, Zero emission construction sites where there is a shared 
public need not sufficiently provided by the current market. The working groups have collaborated 
closely over the past 12 months and key results include a joint announcement of planned 
procurements, and a series of recommendations for local governments interested in procuring and 
promoting circular construction projects, as well as identification of key opportunities and barriers for 
a transition to circular construction at the EU level.  
 
Marketplace of the European Innovation Partnership on Smart Cities and Communities 
The European Innovation Partnership on Smart Cities and Communities (EIP-SCC) is a major market-
changing undertaking supported by the European Commission bringing together cities, industries, 

https://sustainable-procurement.org/fileadmin/templates/sp_platform/lib/sp_platform_resources/tools/push_resource_file.php?uid=7aea7ffc
https://op.europa.eu/de/publication-detail/-/publication/69fc6007-a970-11ea-bb7a-01aa75ed71a1
http://circularpp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/A-shortened-version-of-Lessons-learnt-from-the-procurement-pilots-in-the-Circular-PP.pdf
https://sustainable-procurement.org/fileadmin/templates/sp_platform/lib/sp_platform_resources/tools/push_resource_file.php?uid=3858981d
https://sustainable-procurement.org/fileadmin/templates/sp_platform/lib/sp_platform_resources/tools/push_resource_file.php?uid=3858981d
https://sustainable-procurement.org/big-buyers-initiative/
https://eu-smartcities.eu/
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SMEs, investors, researchers and other smart city actors. 
By means of the Matchmaking platform and events enable the EIP-SCC Marketplace, its Action 
Clusters and initiatives to support cities by increasing the availability of innovative technologies 
through replication at scale, leading to better services and lower cost. This includes the continued 
support to the identification and development of technical, economic and organisational solutions, 
which can be applied to European cities at a large scale. The main sectors of focus are Infrastructure, 
Energy, Mobility & Transport and ICT 
ICLEI’s role is to support the matchmaking process and lead on the procurement work.  
 
Intelligent Cities Challenge (ICC)  
ICC supports EU cities to build ecosystems of smart growth, harnessing the benefits of advanced 
technologies while prioritising the economic growth, the wellbeing of the citizens, and the 
environmental and social sustainability. Cities are supported to act as levers for industrial 
modernisation and the transition to circular economy, clean technologies and resource efficiency. The 
cities will lead by example towards decarbonisation and boost through procurement and urban 
planning the uptake of alternative low carbon means of transportation, efficient and more sustainable 
logistics, transformation of their building stock and testing of innovative building solutions. This will 
result in participating cities taking concrete actions towards this direction on a local level, and jointly 
accessing funds for the implementation of cross boarder investment and city development projects. 
The first ICC CityLab, an event that engages the participating cities, was held in September 2020.  
ICLEI’s role is to help identify cities, provide expertise on the procurement aspects and support the 
cities.   
 
European Innovation Council  
The European Innovation Council (EIC) is part of the European Commission's effort to give 
innovative companies better opportunities to become world-leading enterprises. The goals of the 
European Innovation Council are: 

• Putting Europe at the forefront of market-creating innovation (fundamentally different from 
existing markets, e.g. through a new combination of physical and digital issues, of products 
and services, of technologies and business models). 

• Providing EU added value by focusing on innovators / companies with the potential to scale 
up at European and/or international level. 

• Intervening where private investors are unable to get a loan (e.g. due to higher technology, 
market, regulatory risks associated with market creating innovation), with the aim of 
crowding in private investment 

• Complementing existing EU innovation initiatives that focus on established markets / 
technologies / sectors (e.g. through public-private partnerships, development of technology 
roadmaps/ sectoral strategies, etc.). 
 

ICLEI’s role is to 

• To support partnership building between EIC Community members and public procurers 
interested in working with EIC SME’s; 

• Organize activities aimed to stimulate business deals (market dialogues and webinars); 
• Onboarding of private and public procurers interested in working with innovators on the EIC 

Community Platform and motivate their active participation in the EIC Community. 
 
Innovation Procurement Brokers:  
The main objective of this project is to establish an Innovation Procurement Broker (IPB) that brings 
together and facilitates the procurement of innovative goods and services between contracting 
authorities, suppliers of innovation (with a special focus on SMEs and start-ups), investors, and 
researchers. This sustainable business model is based on scaling up the activities of 5 pilot schemes at 
European level. The pilots were implemented at regional and national level testing out different 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/eic/index.cfm?pg=home
https://innovation-procurement.org/innobrokers/
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approaches. The project has resulted in a publication a catalogue of best practices in PPI and 
innovation brokerage. 
 
AI 4 Cities  
The AI4Cities project aims to harness this potential by bringing together leading European cities 
looking for energy and mobility solutions to reduce GHG emissions and support their climate action 
commitments towards carbon neutrality. Helsinki (Finland), Amsterdam (Netherlands), Copenhagen 
(Denmark), Paris region (France), Stavanger (Norway) and Tallinn (Estonia) are the six European 
cities and regions involved in this project. 
 
These six cities will go through a Pre-Commercial Procurement (PCP) process. PCP is an innovation 
procurement tool to stimulate market innovation as it enables the public sector to steer the 
development of new solutions directly towards its needs. The six cities will define the needs and 
requirements of the energy and mobility solutions to be developed, and challenge start-ups, SMEs and 
companies to design innovative solutions applying the use of AI and related enabling digital 
technologies, such as 5G, Internet of Things (IoT), cloud computing and big data applications. 
 
CityLoops  
CityLoops is a four-year EU-funded project focused on two waste streams: organic, and construction 
and demolition waste, including soil. Høje-Taastrup and Roskilde (Denmark), Mikkeli (Finland), 
Apeldoorn (the Netherlands), Bodø (Norway), Porto (Portugal) and Seville (Spain) are the seven 
European cities involved in the project that will develop and test a series of demonstration actions on 
construction and demolition waste (CDW) and organic waste (OW) with the aim of achieving 
material circularity. Procurement will be used as a mechanism to assist in achieving the demonstration 
actions. ICLEI manages the project. 
 
The Procure2Innovate project seeks to improve institutional support for public procurers in a range of 
sectors and particularly the ICT sector that implement innovation procurement. The project 
establishes or expands competence centres for innovation procurement in ten European Union 
countries. 
 
In April 2019 ICLEI began work on developing the EC’s ‘Buying Social’ - a Guide on taking account 
of social considerations in public procurement’. The guide will be published later this year. ICLEI 
also authored the EC’s guide “Making Socially Responsible Public Procurement Work”, which 
presents 71 good practice cases of socially responsible public procurement. 
 
To increase the uptake of Life Cycle Costing (LCC) considerations in tenders throughout the 
European Union, the European Commission would like to provide practitioners with harmonised, 
widely agreed LCC methodologies and tools. Ecoinstitut SCCL and ICLEI (and relevant 
subcontractors) have developed the tools, which are now published on the EU GPP website. 
 
ICLEI has developed an ambitious training programme to professionalise and scale up GPP on an 
EU-wide level. The training toolkit covers all key aspects of GPP and trainings was offered by local 
trainers in eleven EU member states (Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malta, Poland, Portugal). The training activities began in spring 2019 and are made up of four 
sessions, allowing participants the chance to apply the learning in between modules and develop 
knowledge through practical tasks. The toolkit modules are available online and can be used for 
further training sessions. 
 
On behalf of the EC ICLEI is managing the EU GPP Helpdesk . The Helpdesk answers enquiries 
from all EU Member States on GPP, provides case studies and shares information on the latest 
developments in Europe. 
 
Circular PP is a three-year project supported by the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme that aims 
at implementing pilot circular procurement programmes. ICLEI has been subcontracted by 

https://sustainable-procurement.org/fileadmin/templates/sp_platform/lib/sp_platform_resources/tools/push_resource_file.php?uid=7aea7ffc
http://procure2innovate.eu/
http://circularpp.eu/
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Rijkswatersaat to provide mentoring services to the city of Aalborg in the implementation of two 
circular procurement pilots, and subcontracted by project lead Aalborg to provide project management 
and communication support. The project finished in May 2020 and held a final conference, the Baltic 
Circular Procurement Congress, in September 2020, where participating cities presented their pilot 
procurements. 
 
The Make ICT Fair project aims at improving the lives of workers and those impacted along different 
stages of the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) supply. The public procurement 
aspect of the project focuses on using procurement to improve social responsibility within supply 
chains. This includes developing and pilot testing procurement criteria with public authorities 
(Advanced Purchasing Universities Consortium Scotland, Barcelona, Stockholm, Haarlem, Greater 
London Authority, and more) and consulting with manufacturers and suppliers of ICT through a series 
of Meet the Buyer events. Three events were held since October 2018: In Nijmegen (Netherlands), in 
Barcelona (Spain), and in Haarlem (Netherlands). Results of the project include the publication of a 
criteria catalogue “How to Procure Fair ICT Hardware – Criteria Set for Socially Responsible Public 
Procurement.” 
 
 
The Korea-EU Twin Cities Dialogue on Sustainable Public Procurement aims to create a tailored 
twinning between the Korean P-LEAD cities and three Europeans participants of the Procura+ 
Sustainable Procurement Network or the Global Lead City Network on Sustainable Procurement. 
ICLEI European Secretariat supports ICLEI Korea in the preparation and delivery of the dialogue. 
The planned twins are: 

• Gyeonggi Province – Government of Catalonia 
• Daejeon Metropolitan City – City of Helsinki 
• Busan Metropolitan City – City of Oslo 

ICLEI Africa is supporting the Green Economy Strategy in South Africa by assisting provincial and 
local governments in the Western Cape to implement SPP in policy and action. ICLEI is a partner in 
the South African SPP Network. The network facilitates knowledge sharing and co-production of 
solutions on how to practically implement SPP, and builds the capacity of leaders and champions for 
SPP in South Africa’s cities. ICLEI is also developing an implementation programme for green 
procurement in state-subsidised housing to improve building efficiency and reduce the environmental 
impact. 
To keep up to date on the latest news from the Procura+ Network and ICLEI’s sustainable 
procurement projects, please sign up to the Procura+ Update by emailing procurement@iclei.org  
Initiatives 
Procura+ European Sustainable Procurement Network 
The Procura+ European Sustainable Procurement Network launched the Procura+ Awards 2020 in 
winter of 2019. The award categories for this year are: 

• Sustainable Procurement of the Year (Winner 2020: Flemish Agency for Innovation and 
Sustainability in Construction KampC) 

• Innovation Procurement of the Year (Winner 2020: City of Koprivnica) 
• Procurement Initiative of the Year (Winner 2020: City of Haarlem) 
• Outstanding Innovation Procurement of ICT (Winner 2020: Austrian Federal Real Estate 

Agency BIG) 
The Awards received a high number of high quality application and winners in all four categories 
have been announced at the Procura+ Award Ceremony which took place at the “Environmental 
Aspects in Public Procurement in Europe” conference on October 1st, 2020.   
 
Procura+ Africa Network 
ICLEI Africa launched the Procura+ Africa Network for sustainable procurement in 2019. Procura+ 
Africa is an affiliated network of Procura+ European Sustainable Procurement Network. The founding 

http://www.procuraplus.org/interest-groups/makeictfair/
http://www.sustainable-procurement.org/news/?c=search&uid=HYLX5kfY
http://www.sustainable-procurement.org/news/?c=search&uid=v6v61lPY
http://www.sustainable-procurement.org/news/?c=search&uid=v6v61lPY
http://www.sustainable-procurement.org/news/?c=search&uid=JJXe4fDV
https://sustainable-procurement.org/fileadmin/templates/sp_platform/lib/sp_platform_resources/tools/push_resource_file.php?uid=3858981d
https://sustainable-procurement.org/fileadmin/templates/sp_platform/lib/sp_platform_resources/tools/push_resource_file.php?uid=3858981d
mailto:procurement@iclei.org
http://www.procuraplus.org/
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members of the Procura+ Africa Network include: City of Tshwane, City of Cape Town, City of 
Ekurhuleni, Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality, City of Joburg, South African Local 
Government Association (SALGA). 
 
Global Lead City Network on Sustainable Procurement  
The Global Lead City Network on Sustainable Procurement (GLCN) is an initiative co-coordinated by 
ICLEI involving 15 cities across the globe, committed to drive a transition to sustainable consumption 
and production by implementing sustainable and innovation procurement against ambitious, 
quantified targets. ICLEI is looking to recruit further cities to the network from different world 
regions, focusing on regional sustainable procurement leaders – in terms of achievements and/or 
ambition. 
 
One Planet Sustainable Public Procurement Programme 
ICLEI is a lead and active supporter of the worldwide uptake of socially responsible, environmentally 
friendly and economically sound purchasing through the One Planet Sustainable Public Procurement 
(SPP) Programme. The initiative is mandated by the UN member states and supports the 
implementation of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 12 - ensuring Sustainable Consumption and 
Production. 
ICLEI, together with three further organisations is jointly managing the Programme to accelerate the 
uptake of sustainable procurement (SPP) – a key pillar in achieving SDG 12. The co-leads are: 

• Environment Development Centre of the Ministry of Ecology and Environment of China 
(EDC) 

• The Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management (Rijkswaterstaat, RWS) of the 
Netherlands 

• UN Environment Programme 

 
 
 
 

http://glcn-on-sp.org/home/
http://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sustainable-public-procurement
http://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sustainable-public-procurement
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